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We believe Dudlel \ie-
to when he salis that his
ambitious multistorl'
tap as/pintxo s /s angri:t

spot in Oid Tou,n-named tbr an island off

the coast of Spain-rvllL not be like an1"-

thing he's done before. (We also believecl

Nieto lvhen he said that about Xel-Hir ir-t

2007. And Cl.rapultepec in 1999 And Cha-

pulin in 1995. Quibbles.) "This is about my

heritage lancl] I've alr,vays dretrmccl about

coohing this t-vpe of fbod," he says, re-

minding us that his lather rvas a Spaniard

ancl Nieto spent part of his childhood in
Sp:rin himself. We have no doubt that the

Catalonian-style paclla and esgarrat (cod

branclacle) will be authcntlcaLly Basclue to

the last bite; we irst want the talented-

but-nomadic Nieto to still be there rvhen

wc finish the last bire. 1531 N. lYells St.;

312-651.-9500. -IEFF RUBY

NEW
FRED's AT
BARNEYS NEW YORK
It's been yeirrs since Oak Sl"rect had a

restaurant as glam as the shops tliat hold

court on both sides of the

road. Norv Fred's at Bar-

ne-vs. slated lbr a mid-APril
d6but. an offshoot of the

Amcrican brasserie with-
in Nerv Yorl<'s cl-ri-chi rc-

tailer has taken over the

snirzzy sirth lloor of Chica-

go's Barneys along lhe

Gold Coast's most gilded
lane. Mark Strar-lsman, the

man nho pul" thc restau-
rallt on the maP in NYC-
and helped open Coco Paz-

zo here in 1992-Promises
Iromemltlc lrtisirtt Pizzas
galore. "l'm really into yezrst right noua's:lys

Strausman. "Il's going to be simple tbod'

I'm not looking for people to come and e:it

n-v fantasy." 15 E. Oak St.; 312-587-1700'

-]EFF RUBY

IM PORT
MERCADITO
"Thcos we're kno$n for tacos"' sa1's Alfredo

Sancloval, managitrg partner (\\'ith his old-

er brother, Felipe) of \4ercirdito' a spinoff of

New York City's trdored cantina chain

A rencjerinq of Mercadito's Chicago outpost

poised lo open in River North this month
ALfredo's younger brother, Patricio, master-

lninds the popular finger-food menu and

the sibs can't wait to spring their tacos, tor-

[as, quesadillas, and a speakeasy-style tequi-

la lor.rnge on Chicago \ilexiphiles. ALI this

witirin two blocks of Frontera Grill When

asked about going head-to-heaci with Ricli
Ba,vless, Alfredo dldn't flinch. "Thcre's roon'i

for both us," hc said. "I'm going to invite
Rick Bayless to our opening. I'm a big fan."

Souncls like a win-win tbr Chicago. 108 I'l'l

I{in::ie St.;312-245-9555. -PENNY PoLLAcK I
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